Apolena Vanisova 


selected works 


2011 - 2021 


The White Book 
2021, MeetFactory, Prague 


An adaptation of an autobiographical novel by south-korean author 
is depicting death of her never met sister. All-absorbing 
determinancy of white color is representing deepest sadness and 
final solitude. Silence, light and aerated concrete are bases used in 


attempt to answer question - Do | have right to my own being? 





Chodka 
2020, HYB4, Prague 


"The clear darkness of the November evening covered the slopes 
and valleys of the mountain land at the root of steep Cerchov and 
long Haltrava. Black and dense clouds raced low over its wooded 
ridges and the rest of Cesky les, whose massive wall towered over 
the silent landscape and disappeared in the clouds and the 
blackness. The windstorm reigned supreme - over the clouds and 
over the earth. All things trembled before him - a century-old forest 
in the slopes, even an abandoned tree in a broad field. Unkind times 
have come." Performative installation Chodka is inspired by Jirasek's 
novel Psohlavci and focused on material related to traditional family 
structures. Individual women observe the ongoing uprising in the 
distance, they have no major influence on it, but their lives are 
fundamentally affected by it. The image of a woman within crisis 
appears as basis for questioning her self-sufficiency in the context of 
nurturing and self-care. Through anxiety caused by today's situation 
in which development cannot be predicted, we look at the historical 
story from the position of single women who desire not only to 


nurture, but also to work or otherwise seek fullfilment. 
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Self-concept32 
2019, Prague Market, hall No. 29 


-a daily fight with the Self, with the complex of ideas and 
judgments about oneself which one preserves. Are we able to affect 
in a significant way the mental models which direct processing of 
information related to our person? Our possible Selves that we 
dream of or that we fear? 

An intermedia performative installation examining mutual relations 
between the content of self-conception shaped in standards, 
aspirations and norms, and the control of our own behaviour, which 
results in correcting, reframing and creating new contents of self- 


conception. 
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Landing 


2019, Desfours Palace, Prague 


, Now a traveler must make his way to Noon City by the best means 
he can.” 

A performative object installation combined with primitive 
movement into a simple two-room composition. An intimate 
testimony of a slowly aging man presents an introverted journey 
through the long-hidden landscape of his lonely childhood, where 
time got stuck under uncertain circumstances many years ago. The 
hero’s path is lined with a number of cranky female characters 
inhabiting a bizarre micro-world that exists on the border of quite an 
improbable reality and a very convincing fantasy. The short 
provocative encounters gradually reveal the thin layers of the boy’s 
teenage self. 

The performance work loosely with literary themes from the work of 


the American author Truman Capote. 


,Do not take it seriously, what you see here: it’s only a joke played on 
myself by myself--- it amuses and horrifies--: a rather gaudy grave, 


you might say.” 
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The Aluminium Queen 


2019, MeetFactory, Prague 


“My grandfather used to tell me that when the Devil is done with us, 
he will flood the whole place with a sea. There is oil under us, all 
around. Once they extract it all, only empty spaces will remain. The 
Earth is going to start falling into itself.” 

December 12, 2018, late at night. The American Mars probe InSight 
just took the first picture on the surface of the Red Planet. The long 
persisting famine in Yemen is escalating, and more children have 
been dying after Amal, whose death was widely covered by the 
media. Exactly 24 years have passed since the beginning of the first 
Russian-Chechen war and 920 years since the military plundered the 
city of Maarat al-Numaan in Syria. A Czech woman is alone in her flat 
in Prague, celebrating her thirtieth birthday. Elsa, who is originally 
from Grozny, is celebrating her fifty-fourth birthday, we don’t know 
where. The Aluminium Queen is a play about consequences and the 
still lasting state of the Russian-Chechen conflict. It explores the 
feeling of connection with the forces that control global politics, 
resistance to the events in the East, and the level of responsibility for 


environmental changes. Based on a book by Petra Prochazkova. 





Kokoska 
2018, Prague Market, hall No. 17 


In 1935, when O. Kokoschka was painting T.G. Masaryk’s portrait in 
Lany, the president read in an old lexicon, that the painter's name, 
which also occurs in other Slavic languages, sometimes means a cat, 
other time a rooster. However, in the Czech language, it stands for 
Shepherd's Purse — a ruderal plant. What sense does the term 
Kokoschka carry today? Seizing its full meaning could be as tricky as 
trying to puzzle out extensive and diverse work of an artist, who 
inspires us today more as a poet, a playwright and an insightful 
observer of the world and life around than a painter. That may be 
most likely the reason why the main inspiration of the project is 
Kokoschka’s poems and dramatic texts, and his biography. Most 
importantly in his pioneering works, we can observe the pure source 
of Kokoschka’s inspiration, which merely is - a woman. During the 
creation of mentioned works, Kokoschka saw only two possible ways 
out from relational confrontation: either to court a woman or to give 
into her. In this multigenerational performative installation, such 
solutions are developed, put into today's perspective, turned upside 


down and examined from all points of view. 





Kracun 


2017, Truhlarna, Prague 


The performative installation or an electromechanical object 
performance uses both new technologies and instruments of 
traditional theatre. Kracun play is a composition of associations 
inspired by a Slavic mythical god. It shows us the traits of old 


holidays which reflect on today despair of the city life. 
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The Burial of the Sardine 
2017, MeetFactory, Prague 


He stands by the window in his room. While being tied by a chain 


sunken into the wall, he is speaking of Altagora and Lis. Neither the 
circumstances nor the reason of his imprisonment is revealed, just 
like identity. In a repetitive rhythm, we are merely looking into 
individual episodes featuring various relations in which mental 
violence and sexual sadism establish a peculiar comic. His infantile 
mentality guides us to questions on freedom and condemnation. Yet 
the dialogue only provides limited answers. Dramatic tension is 
created by the contrast between the private world of erotic slavery 
and the minimal need for escape. The escalated instinctive fantasies 
are depicted as a form of love. 

Arrabal's text cannot be perceived as a reality somehow distanced 
from our world. We search for a reality merely extending our lives. At 
the moment of its emergence, every thought and every vision 
becomes just as genuine as the world system we have generally 
agreed upon as humans. The traditional world can become just as 


unrealistic as any other fantasy. 





Light up the Lighthouse 
Performative Installation on the Event Horizon 
2017, Vrsovice Hussite Church, Prague 


"My thoughts start to come alive with the feeling of total loneliness, 


the wind has calmed down, nothing can be seen." 

A group of independent artists is moving on the boundary beyond 
which events cannot affect an outside observer. 

Inspired by the text fragment The Lighthouse by E. A. Poe and diary 
notes AR-MEN written by J. P. Abraham. 





On the Surface 
2016, Old Waterworks house, NebuSice 


Social specific installation inspired by the memories and dreams 


of Nebusice inhabitants. 


Neighbour's water degustation / Archive of memories / Nebusice sea 
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Woman in a Taxi Crossing New York 
2015, MeetFactory, Prague 


Audiovisual performance based on a dramatic text by Carlos Be. 


A white room. 

A white woman. 
A black gun. 

In a white mouth. 


And the shadows dance. 





Death Am | 
2014, theatre Alfred ve dvore, Prague 


Just one more minute of life. Then pshhhht - Death. 


Will our whole life flash in front of our eyes, or will the soul leave 

the body without a moment of recognition of their long, shared life? 
The body leaves the body and the soul leaves the soul. The last 
farewell. A difficult task for the dead as well as for the survivors. 

On both shores timelessness crystallizes, soace disappears entirely 
and the senses bend under emotional pressure. 


Just like opening a bottle of soda water. Death - a perspective on life. 
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Private Party 
2013, Trafo Galerie - Puppenklinik, Prague 


Installation and audiovisual performance based on a dramatic text 
by Carlos Be. 
A surrealist piece dealing with specific kind of domestic violence on 


a place where it can rain cows. 





In a Flash of Lighting 
2011, Archa Theatre, Prague 


Video installation inspired by T. S. Eliot and his verse ‘At the still point 
of the turning world’. The project is one part of a group installation 
by students from Institut fur Angewandte Theaterwissenschaft 
(ATW) Justus — Liebig Universitat Giessen and students from Theatre 


Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague. 
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Theatrical Journey of Legnava 


2010 & 2011, Legnava, SR 


Social specific project set in eastern Slovakia, in a ruthenian village 
Legnava. The main topic of the project is local cultural and religious 
tradition. A group of artists met in this project for a common work 
with local inhabitants and with the clients of Legnava Social Service 
Home (for clients with mental disorder and serious mental 


retardation). 
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Apolena Vanisova 


Komunardu 1154/38, 170 00 Praha 7 
+420 603 597 249, apolena.vanis@volny.cz 
Born: 19 September 1986, Pilsen, CZ 


EDUCATION 


since 2016 


2013: 


2011 - 2015 


2010 - 2012 


2008 - 2011 


Academy of Performing Arts (DAMU) in Prague (CZ), Theatre 
Faculty. Doctoral studies of Alternative and Puppet Art and its 
theory, workshop of: Karel Makonj & Zdenek Tichy 

Academy of Arts, Achitecture & Design in Prague (CZ), 
Internship in Atelier of Painting, workshop of: Jifi Cernicky 
DAMU, Prague (CZ). Master's programme Directing for 
Alternative and Puppet Theatre. 

DAMU, Prague (CZ). Programme: Theatre in Non-traditional 
spaces, workshop of: Tomdé Zizka 

DAMU, Prague (CZ). Bachelor's programme Directing and 
Dramaturgy for Alternative and Puppet Theatre. 


RESIDENCIES 


2016 
2012 


Egon Schiele Art Centrum, Cesky Krumlov, CZ 


Moving station, Pilsen, CZ 


AWARDS 


2018 


2018 


2015 
2014 


Theatre Newspaper Award for the “puppet and visual theatre” 
for the project of Kracun 

..pristi vina/next wave... festival honor for the “project of the 
year” for the project of Kracun 

DAMU Dean Award 

Czech theatre DNA for Outstanding Achievement in the Field of 


New Theatre 


OWN PROJECTS 


2021 

2020 
2019 
2019 
2019 
2018 
2017 
2017 
2015 
2013 
2012 
2012 
2011 

2011 

2011 

2010 
2010 


The White Book, performance, MeetFactory, Prague, CZ 

Kracun, gallery version, Studio Hrdinu, Prague, CZ 
Self-concept32, performative installation, Prague Market, hall No. 29, CZ 
Landing, performance, Festival 4+4 days in Motion, Prague, CZ 
The Aluminium Queen, performance, MeetFactory, Prague, CZ 
Kokoska, performative installation, Prague Market, hall No. 17, CZ 
Kracun, performative installation, Truhlarna, Prague, CZ 

The Burial of the Sardine, performance, MeetFactory, Prague, CZ 
Woman in a Taxi Crossing New York, MeetFacory, Prague, CZ 
Happy Birthday, Phoebe Zeitgeist!, MeetFactory, Prague, CZ 
Valentine, audiovisual performance, Teatro NoD, Prague, CZ 
Snapped It?!, performance, theatre Na zabradli, Prague, CZ 
Taysikuu, audiovisual performance, MeetFactory, Prague, CZ 
Theatrical Journey of Legnava II., social specific, Legnava, SR 
Borderliners, theatrical installation, Moving station, Pilsen, CZ 
Theatrical Journey of Legnava I., social specific, Legnava, SR 


Purple Sails, performance, KALD DAMU, Prague, CZ 


OTHER PROJECTS 


2016 
2015 
2014 
2014 
2013 
2011 


On the Surface, directing, Old Waterworks house, Nebusice, CZ 
Fur die Macht, directing, Festival 4+4 days in Motion, Prague, CZ 
Death Am I, directing and set design, Alfred ve dvore, Prague, CZ 
Mutes, set design, Experimental space NoD, Prague, CZ 
Grindstone! co-author, MeetFactory, Prague, CZ 


In a Flash of Lighting, co-author, Archa Theatre, Prague, CZ 


EXHIBITIONS AND CURATORIAL PROJECTS 


2020 
2019 
2017 
2016 
2013 
2012 
2010 


Chodka, performative installation, HYB4, Prague, CZ 

Kracun, short gallery version, The mine Deep, Ostrava, CZ 
Light up the Lighthouse, Vrsovice Hussite Church, Prague, CZ 
On the Surface, Old Waterworks house, Nebusice, CZ 

Private Party, Trafo Galerie - Puppenklinik, Prague, CZ 

mass meat, Slaghterhouse, Usti nad Labem, CZ 


Lanostory, performative installation, Cableway, Klinovec, CZ 


